	Evolution has provided us with answers to many technological problems e.g. what is best aerodynamic shape in water
	New drugs are being discovered and developed from plants e.g. 7000 drugs that are prescribed by doctors are derived from plants (about 70% from tropical rainforests).  There could be thousands of other organisms that are sources for medicinal drugs that we do not know of!

	Economic value of natural ecosystems is $35 x 1012
	Clothing and footwear e.g. cotton (plants) and leather (animals)

	Certain habitats are good for tourism and leisure activities.  There could be a loss in this industry.
	Potential vaccines from microorganisms yet to be discovered

	Plants and animals as a source of food and drink – they are part of the food chain
	Growth of timber, wood, paper, adhesives, oils, rubber, pesticides

	Recycling of nutrients – without this soil would become infertile
	Disruption of food chains – e.g.   herring
salmon bear – loss of herring causes loss of salmon and bear population

	Disruption of nutrient cycles – by decomposers (worms, insects, fungi, bacteria)
	Loss of habitats – e.g. hedgerows



	Habitat destruction – e.g. deforestation leads to climate change
	Formation and fertilisation of soil – without this we wouldn’t be able to grow food

	Crop pollination
	Regulation of the atmosphere and climate – we can breathe!

	Purification and retention of fresh water
	Detoxification of waste and recycling

	Studies have shown that patients recover more rapidly from stress and injury if they are exposed to the pleasing natural environment ( natural ecosystems are good for our wellbeing and physical, intellectual and emotional health
	We should not  interfere with nature, all living organisms have the right to exist and loss of habitats prevents this.

	Religious & spiritual – coexistence & harmony with the natural world
	There is a responsibility to conserve habitats/ecosystems for future generations

	The attractive is a great pleasure to see (aesthetically pleasing) especially the enormous range of habitats.
	Source of food – for humans and livestock; wider range of food sources in case of disasters (e.g. potato famine -1845 – 2 varieties of potato – destroyed by disease – caused famine)

	Source of plants for cross breeding – desired characteristics) e.g. drought & disease resistance; faster growth; nutritional characteristics; tolerance to climate change, increase yield.  E.g. potatoes and blight resistance
	Source of natural predators to pests – e.g. frogs, birds, hedgehogs are predators of pests (e.g. snails)



	Pollinators – insects (bees and butterflies)
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