	Evolution
	The gradual development and changes in characteristics of an organism over a long period of time

	Survival of the fittest
	The fittest members of a species are able to survive, reproduce and pass on their good characteristics to their offspring

	Variation
	Differences in characteristics of individuals that can be caused by the environment e.g. availability of food, or by their genetic make up

	Mutations
	Changes in the genetic codes that can be caused by various factors e.g. radiation, chemicals, or chromosome defects are called.....

	Competition
	When there is not enough food, water and shelter for all organisms to live and reproduce and they have to fight for resources

	Natural selection
	When parents survive and pass on their ‘good’ genes so that the species changes, this type of selection is called...

	Selection pressure
	An environmental factor which creates a need for the competition between individuals of the same species, or between different species.
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